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and our customers shouldn’t suffer be-
cause of toxic leadership at the highest 
levels of our Postal Service. 

I yield the floor to my colleague from 
the State of Maine. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine. 

AUTO FOR VETERANS ACT 
Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, last 

week, I was pleased to join my col-
league from West Virginia, Senator 
JOE MANCHIN, in introducing the Ad-
vancing Uniform Transportation Op-
portunities for Veterans Act, better 
known as the AUTO for Veterans Act. 
I am pleased that Senators BOOZMAN, 
HASSAN, and BLUNT have joined as 
original cosponsors. 

Our bill would lessen the financial 
burden on severely disabled veterans 
who require special adaptive equip-
ment to drive a motor vehicle. It would 
do so by increasing access to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs auto-
mobile grant program. 

The VA currently provides eligible 
veterans with a one-time grant of ap-
proximately $21,400 to be used to pur-
chase a new or used automobile and 
necessary adaptive equipment, such as 
specialized pedals and switches. This 
grant is often used in conjunction with 
the VA’s special adaptive equipment 
grants, which help our veterans pur-
chase additional adaptive equipment, 
such as powered lifts, for example, for 
an existing automobile to make it safe 
and feasible for a veteran with disabil-
ities. 

Although veterans can receive mul-
tiple special adaptive equipment grants 
over the course of their lives, for some 
reason they are limited to just a single 
automobile grant. The current limita-
tion fails to take into account that a 
veteran is likely to need more than one 
vehicle in his or her lifetime. In fact, 
the Department of Transportation re-
ports that, in 2019, the average age of a 
household vehicle was 11.8 years, and a 
vehicle that has been modified struc-
turally tends to have a shorter useful 
life. 

According to the VA independent 
budget prepared by Disabled American 
Veterans, Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, and the VFW, the substantial costs 
of modified vehicles, coupled with in-
flation, present a financial hardship for 
many disabled veterans who need to re-
place their primary mode of transpor-
tation once their car or van or truck 
reaches its lifespan. The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
estimates that a new vehicle modified 
with adaptive equipment will cost any-
where from $20,000 to $80,000. These are 
significant costs for a veteran with dis-
abilities to incur to replace his or her 
primary mode of transportation. That 
is why veterans should be eligible to 
receive a vehicle grant every 10 years 
and our legislation, the Collins- 
Manchin bill, would do just that. 

A Maine veteran whom I know well, 
Neal Williams of Shirley, ME, used a 
VA automobile grant in 1999 to pur-
chase an adaptive vehicle, a Ford 

Econoline van. He has also had to pur-
chase several adaptive vehicles since 
1999, with each one lasting over 250,000 
miles until they simply were no longer 
roadworthy. His current vehicle now 
has over 100,000 miles, and soon he will 
need a new one. He told me that pur-
chasing a new van will cost him well 
over $50,000, which is more than he paid 
for his home in rural Maine. This is an 
enormous burden on our disabled vet-
erans who need to purchase expensive 
adaptive vehicles in order to drive safe-
ly or to drive at all. 

Madam President, I feel like I am 
preaching to the choir here. Our Nation 
owes our veterans such an enormous 
debt. It is a debt that truly can never 
be fully repaid. Let’s honor our com-
mitment to our veterans by continuing 
to support their needs, including the 
needs of veterans who are disabled and 
need this adaptive technology for their 
vehicles long after they have been dis-
charged or retire from Active Duty. 

This is a simple bill, but it is a bill 
that would make such a difference for 
so many of our disabled veterans who 
need vehicles with adaptive equipment 
so that they can drive themselves and 
drive safely. The AUTO for Veterans 
Act is an important step that we can 
take to meet this need and help those 
who have made so many sacrifices to 
serve our Nation. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join us 
in helping our Nation’s veterans by 
supporting this bill. 

Thank you. 
NOMINATION OF MIGUEL A. CARDONA 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 
after 4 years of Secretary DeVos’ ef-
forts to promote greater privatization 
of our education system and dismantle 
the civil rights of students, Miguel 
Cardona is the person we need to re-
store the promise of America’s schools. 
A former public school teacher who 
went on to be a leader in the same dis-
trict where he was once an English 
learner, Dr. Cardona has demonstrated 
a lifelong commitment to our public 
schools and the belief that all children 
are entitled to a quality education in a 
safe and nurturing learning environ-
ment. He also has a proven track 
record of effectively responding to the 
pandemic, helping students overcome 
the digital divide, and safely reopening 
schools as the Connecticut Education 
Commissioner. 

The pandemic has upended our edu-
cation system, disrupting learning and 
exacerbating inequities. From day one 
as Secretary of the Department of Edu-
cation, Dr. Cardona will need to be pre-
pared to meet the challenges facing our 
students and educators, from address-
ing learning loss and social, emotional, 
and mental health to reversing declin-
ing higher education enrollment rates 
and a sky-rocketing affordability cri-
sis. Additionally, as deep disparities 
continue to shortchange low-income 
students, students of color, and stu-
dents with disabilities, Dr. Cardona 
will be a key partner in working to-
ward closing these funding and edu-
cational opportunity gaps. 

I am proud to support Dr. Cardona’s 
nomination, and I look forward to 
working together to at last make good 
on our promises to fully fund title I 
and IDEA, to expand access to quality 
early childhood education and commu-
nity schools, and to ensure higher edu-
cation is accessible for everyone. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
rise today to voice my strong support 
for Dr. Cardona’s nomination to serve 
as Secretary of Education. 

Across the country, students, par-
ents, and educators are in crisis. Every 
day without an experienced leader at 
the Department of Education is a day 
that we are losing precious ground. 
Back in my home State of Washington, 
I heard from a mother in Yakima 
whose children shared one iPhone to 
learn. I heard from a father of a high 
school freshman in Spokane, worried 
about the social and psychological toll 
the pandemic is taking on his son. I 
heard from students at the Lummi Na-
tion, trying to focus on remote classes 
while in multigenerational households 
on a shared, spotty broadband. 

I know there are so many similar sto-
ries from people in my State and across 
the country about how this pandemic 
is making life harder, the ways it has 
set back students from where they 
would be in a typical year, denied them 
access to critical school resources, 
deepened longstanding inequities, and 
so much more. 

From early education to higher edu-
cation, we need to make sure students 
and their families have the support 
they need to not only get a high-qual-
ity education but to make sure every 
student can try. 

Democrats want to get students safe-
ly back in the classrooms for in-person 
learning as soon as possible. So I am 
glad the Biden administration put for-
ward clear, science-based, public health 
guidance schools have long needed. 
There is no one solution that will en-
sure safety on its own as our country 
ramps up vaccine distribution. 

Congress has to do its part and pass 
the American Rescue Plan to provide 
vital funding for schools—to secure 
adequate PPE, to reduce class sizes to 
increase social distancing, to improve 
ventilation and contract tracing, and 
to take all the steps they need to do so 
that they can safely reopen for in-per-
son learning or provide high-quality 
distance learning if it is not safe in 
their community to return to the 
classroom and so that they can assess 
and address the damage this pandemic 
has done, especially the way it has 
deepened inequities that have hurt stu-
dents of color, students of families 
with low incomes, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ students, women, 
English learners, students experiencing 
homelessness, and so much more. 

At this moment of crisis, Dr. Cardona 
is exactly the leader we need at the De-
partment of Education to tackle these 
challenges. During his confirmation 
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